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Preface

This book originated in the eponymous conference “Crossing the Borders to 
Modernity: Fictional Characters as Representation of Alternative Concepts of 
Life in Meiji Literature (1868–1912)”, which was held at the University of Co-
logne on January 10 and 11, 2020. This conference concluded our research proj-
ect, “Literary characters in the early texts of the Japanese author Nagai Kafū  
(1879–1959)”, funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG) for a total of 
three years. The conference was planned and organized by Martin Thomas, who 
was the research assistant for the project at the time.

The conference aimed to create a dialogue between different historical per-
spectives on the process of Japanese modernization. 17 speakers from Germany, 
the United States, Italy, Norway, Switzerland and Japan came together to discuss 
how Japanese authors of the Meiji period (1868–1912) positioned their writing 
in terms of social and political changes. What specific problems did they iden-
tify in view of rapid development from an isolated, feudal and agricultural soci-
ety to an imperialist, modern industrial nation? What solutions did they offer to 
their readers?

The scientific exchange at the conference was a great opportunity—who 
would have guessed that only two months later the whole world would go into 
pandemic mode, rendering such conferences temporarily impossible. We are 
grateful to the authors of this book for having completed their articles under 
these circumstances. Facing the personal difficulties caused by the pandemic as 
well as the logistical complexities of gaining access to research material, their 
research has contributed to showing—in greater detail than ever before—the 
positions taken by the selected authors and characters made with regard to the 
process of modernization during the Meiji period. This book shows that even in 
times of restricted mobility, the international research community can thrive and 
collaborate efficiently.

Last but not least, our thanks go to Michael Dorrity for his thorough proof-
reading of the English manuscripts and to Marie-Christine Dressen for the final 
check of all articles. Any mistakes and inaccuracies remaining are the responsi-
bilities of the editors.

Cologne, November 2021				  
				    The editors




